
Reader Response Questions for Fiction 

1. Explain a character's problem and then offer your character advice on how to solve 
his/her problem. 

2. Explain how a character is acting and why you think the character is acting that way. 

3. From what you've read so far, make predictions about what will happen next and 
explain what in the text makes you think it will happen. 

4. Pick one character and explain why you would/would not like to have him/her as a 
friend. 

5. Describe and explain why you would/would not like to have lived in the time or place 
of the story. 

6. What real-life people or events are you reminded of by characters or events in the 
story? Explain why. 

7. Write about what would happen if you brought one of your characters to school or 
home for a day. 

8. Pick a scene in which you disagreed how a character handled a situation/person and 
rewrite it in the way you think it should have happened. 

9. What quality of which character strikes you as a good characteristic to develop within 
yourself over the years? Why? How does the character demonstrate this quality? 

10. Who tells the story? Is this the best person to tell it? Why? 

11. How would the story be different if told through another character's eyes? 

12. Why do you think the author wrote this story? 

13. If you were the author, would you have ended the story in a different way? Why? 
How so? 

14. How does the character's actions affect other people in the story? 

15. How does the author provide information or details to make the story seem realistic? 

16. How does the author help you feel that you are really there (in both 
realistic stories and fantasy)?  

17. Do you have any unanswered questions about the story? Explain. 

18. Copy an interesting/confusing/important/enjoyable passage and explain 
why you chose it. 

19. From what you've read so far, make predictions about what will happen 
next and explain what in the text makes you think it will happen. 
 

 



 
 

Reader Response Questions for Non-Fiction 
 

20. Copy a short passage that you found to be interesting. Explain what made it interesting for you. 

21. Write a summary of what you read in your book today. 

22. Explain some of the things that you have learned so far that you are not likely to forget in the near 

future. 

23. Write to inform us about the author. What other articles and/or books has the author written? Is 

he/she one of your favorite authors, and if so, why? 

24. What ideas might you have for turning this work of nonfiction into a work of fiction? Give a brief 

summary of what your story might be like. 

25. Explain the basic information that is being presented in terms of the 5W's: Who? What? When? 

Where? Why? 

26. Who is the intended audience of this passage? Use two details and/or examples to explain why you 

believe this to be the intended audience. 

27. Was the title an appropriate choice for this passage? Explain why or why not using two details and/or 

examples from the passage. 

28. Did the author’s choice of vocabulary help or hinder you in understanding the passage? Explain the 

reason for your choice using two details and/or examples from the passage. 

29. What is the main idea of the passage? Use two details and/or examples from the passage to tell why 

you believe this to be the main idea. 

30. What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage? Use two details and/or examples from the 

passage to explain why you believe this to be the purpose. 

31. What is the author’s point of view about the topic? Use two details and/or examples from the passage 

to explain why you believe this to be the author’s point of view. 

32. Explain the results of an event in the passage. Use two details and/or examples from the passage to 

support your answer. 

33. Analyze the author’s viewpoint on the issue discussed in the passage. Do you think the author is 

biased in his/her views? Explain why or why not using two details and/or examples from the passage. 

34. Imagine that you have chosen the subject of the passage as a topic for an oral report. Write two 

questions for which you would like to find answers as you do your research. Then explain why each 

question would be important for your research.  

35. Create a graphic organizer to show five major events from the passage in the order they happen. Be 

sure to label your organizer.  

36. Explain the cause of an event in the passage. Use two details and/or examples from the passage to 

support your answer. 

37. Based on information presented in the article, do you feel this is an accurate account of the issue? 

Explain why or why not using two details and/or examples from the passage.  
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